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EAocoH Hapoausca B AHroni ogpasy nicng Toro, K KpaiHa
CTana He3asnexHoto. BiH 6yB fy)ke BUCOKNM XJTONYNKOM.
CBOiM poCTOM BiH BUAinaBecs. Jliogu, siki po3gasanu 36poto
AiTSM, Wo6 Ti BotoBanu nig 4ac rpoMaasHCbKOI BiiHM,
XOTININ TaKUX XJ1OMYUKIB, SIK BiH.

Edson was born in Angola, just after the country became
independent. He was a very tall boy. Because of his height
he stood out. The people who were giving weapons to
children to fight as soldiers in the civil war wanted boys like
him.



Moro matun 60a1acs, Lo BOHU Moro 3abepyTb, TOMY
BUpiWmMNa BignpaBnT EQCOHa XXNTW o0 TiTKK B [opTyranito.
BoHa oymana, Wwo Tam BiH byae B 6e3neLi.

His mother was afraid they would take him, so she decided
to send him to live in Portugal with an aunt. She thought he
would be safe there.



CnoyaTtky EacoHy 6yno gy»e Baxkko. BiH cyMmyBaB 3a Tensiow
NOrofo, TPaAuLiINHOL iXeto, a HanbinbLue 3a obinMamm Ta
nouislyHKaMun CBOEI MaMW.

It was very difficult to begin with, as Edson missed the
warm weather, the traditional food and, most of all, his
mother’s hugs and kisses.



BiH noraHo po3mMoBASAB NOPTYranbCbKo, | oMY Byno gyxe
Ba>KO HaBYaTNCA | PO3MOB/IATU 3 OAHOKNACHUKaMW. BiH
HaBiTb MOYaB CyMHiBaTUCSA, Y BapTO Byno ixatu go
MNopTyranii.

He did not speak Portuguese well and found it very hard to
follow his classes and the conversations of his classmates.
He wondered if it was a good idea to come to Portugal
after all.



SIKOCb BUUTENb NOMITUB, 9K 06pe EacoH rpae B 6acketbon.
Moro B3anu a0 6ackeT6osbHOI KOMaHAW, Oe BiH 6ncKyye
cebe nposBuUB. BiH cTaB NoONynspHUM Yy LLKONI Ta 3HANLLOB
Apy3iB. BiH Takox cTaB 6inbLlU BNEBHEHUM.

One day a teacher noticed how good he was at basketball.
He joined a basketball team and was very successful. He
became popular at school and made friends. He also
became more confident.



Tenep, cTaBWK Aopocnnm, EQCOH TpeHye aiten-6i>keHUiB Ta
IHLLIMX, KOMY 3arpoXye i3on4uig y cycninbcTai. Konnch
Yyepes CBiW 3PICT BiH Mir cTaTu OUTUHO-CcongaToM. Tenep
NOro 3PiCT A€ NOMY CUM gornoMaratu iHLWKM NoYyBaTUCS
B 6e3nedui,.

Now that he is an adult, Edson trains refugee children and
others at risk of being excluded from society. Once, his
height put him in danger of becoming a child soldier. Now,
his height gives him strength to help others feel safe.
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