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DOCOH poauncs B AHrose cpasy nocsie obpeTteHns CTpaHom
He3aBNCUMOCTN. OH OblfT 04EHb BbICOKMM Malib4MKOM. M3-3a
CBOEro pocTa OH Bblaenancy. Jlitoan, KoTopble faBanuv oeTam
OpYyXXue, YTOObl OHU CpaXKasnCb B KayecTBe congaTt B
rpaXk4aHCKOM BOWHeE, XOTeNN TakKNX MaNb4yMKOB, KaK OH.
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Edson was born in Angola, just after the country became
independent. He was a very tall boy. Because of his height
he stood out. The people who were giving weapons to

[ children to fight as soldiers in the civil war wanted boys like
him.
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Ero maTb 605an1ack, 4TO ero 3abepyT, NO3TOMY peLUmna
OTNPaBUTb €ro XnTb B MopTyranuto K Téte. OHa aymMana, 4To
TaM OH byfeT B 6e30MacHOCTI.

His mother was afraid they would take him, so she decided
to send him to live in Portugal with an aunt. She thought he
would be safe there.



[MoHa4vany 66110 O4eHb TPYOHO, TaK KakK DOCOH CKyYan no
Tensaoun noroge, TPaguLMOHHON efe 1, npexae Bcero, no
06BATUAM M NoLeNysaM MaTepu.

It was very difficult to begin with, as Edson missed the warm
weather, the traditional food and, most of all, his mother’s
hugs and kisses.




OH Naoxo roBopu No-nopTyranbCkn. EMy 6b1510 O4eHb
TPYAHO CNeauTb 3a YypoKaMu 1 pa3roBopamMmu
ofHOKNaccHMKoB. OH 3agyMblBasCs, XopoLuas nuv 31o 6bina
BCe-Takun naed npuexatb B [lopTyranuio.

He did not speak Portuguese well and found it very hard to
follow his classes and the conversations of his classmates.
He wondered if it was a good idea to come to Portugal after
all.



OpHaXkapl y4nTenb 3aMeTUS, KaK XOPOLLO OH UTPaeT B
6ackeTbos. OH NpncoeanHMNcsa K 6ackeTtbonbHON KOMaHAe,
no6uncs 6onbLUNX yCrnexoBs, CTan NONynAsipHbIM B LLKOE U
3aBen gpysein. Ewe, oH ctan 6onee yBepeHHbIM B cebe.

One day a teacher noticed how good he was at basketball.
He joined a basketball team and was very successful. He
became popular at school and made friends. He also
became more confident.




Tenepb, 6yayumn B3poCbiM, D0COH oby4yaeT aeTen-6exeHues
N OPYrnx nogen, KOTopbIM rPO3UT NCKAOYEHNE N3
obLiecTBa. PaHbluUe, n3-3a ero pocTa, eMy rpo3mnaa ornacHoCTb
CTaTb pebeHKOM-congaToM. Tenepb, ero pocT gaeT eMy CUfbl
nomoraTb Apyrum 4yBCTBOBaTb cebsi B 6e30nacHOCTI.

Now that he is an adult, Edson trains refugee children and
others at risk of being excluded from society. Once, his
height put him in danger of becoming a child soldier. Now,
his height gives him strength to help others feel safe.
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