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.هتسورو تيسد  هخ�  يدازا  داویه د  هغه  د  وو ، ېلدی�یز  يک  لاو�نا  هپ  نس�یا 
هپ یچ  وکلخ  وموک  .وو  هراک&  هغه  هلما  هل  لياوړول  .وو د  کله  ړول  ریډ  وی  يد 
ناش و هپ  ونای0وپ  و� د  رت  ليوکرو  لحيصا  هت  وناینچوک  ي�ک  6نج  هماع  يد 

.لت&وغ ناکله  ناش  هپ  هد  یوغه د  ي�ی�نج ،
• • •

Edson was born in Angola, just after the country became
independent. He was a very tall boy. Because of his height
he stood out. The people who were giving weapons to
children to fight as soldiers in the civil war wanted boys like
him.
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يد یچ  یوینو  می;ت  يد  ون  سيوی ، يد  هب  یود  يچ  هلدیری  روم  هد  د 
یچ ي?کو  رکف  يد  .ي�یسواو  يک  لا�ترپ  هپ  هسر  هلاخ  ليپخ  و� د  رت  يوتساو 
.يو هظوفمح  هتله  هب  يد 

• • •

His mother was afraid they would take him, so she decided
to send him to live in Portugal with an aunt. She thought he
would be safe there.
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وعومجم هپ  وا  اذغ ، يروتلک  اوه ، هدوت  نس�یا  هک0  وو  تسخ  ریډ  لیپ  يد  د 
.ل?ک کرو  هسلا  لولک& د  وا  �یغ  روم  ليپخ  ي�ک د 

• • •

It was very difficult to begin with, as Edson missed the warm
weather, the traditional food and, most of all, his mother’s
hugs and kisses.
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وا د بیقعت  ونوفنص  ولپخ  هراپل د  هد  وا د  هدز  وو  هن  هسم  هبژ  ليا�ترپ  هد  د 
ایا یچ  وو  ې�ک  بجعت  يد  هپ  ېد  .ېو  تيسخ  يرید  يروامح  ونایفنصهم 
.هو هیرظن  ه&  هوی  للتار  هت  لا�ترپ  هرخلااب 

• • •

He did not speak Portuguese well and found it very hard to
follow his classes and the conversations of his classmates.
He wondered if it was a good idea to come to Portugal after
all.
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.وو ه&  ریډ  يک  لابWکساب  هپ  يد  یچ  ل?ک  ت&ادای  اد  داتسا  وی  هد  ځرو د  هوی 
وا بتکم  هپ  يد  .وو  هبایماک  ریډ  وا  ي?کو   Z�نو يک  می]  هوی  هپ  لابWکساب  هد د 
.وش يداتمعا هم  ریډ  نا0  هپ  يد  .وش  هروشهم  يک  ور�لم 

• • •

One day a teacher noticed how good he was at basketball.
He joined a basketball team and was very successful. He
became popular at school and made friends. He also
became more confident.
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رطخ هپ  یچ  رون  وا  ناینچوک  رجاهم  نس�یآ  ېد ، ناو0  هغلاب  وی  يد  سوا 
يد د لياوړول  هد  د  تخو ، وی  .يزور  هغه  يو  ربه  هخ�  نيلو]  وا د  يو  ې�ک 

لياوړول هد  د  سوا ، .شي  ي0وپ  یلاوینچوک  هپ  یچ  ي?ک  هسر مخ  رطخ  ېد 
.ي?کو ساسحا  تظفامح  یچ د  يوکرو  توق  اد  هت  ورون 

• • •

Now that he is an adult, Edson trains refugee children and
others at risk of being excluded from society. Once, his
height put him in danger of becoming a child soldier. Now,
his height gives him strength to help others feel safe.
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